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ABOUT THE MHP 
 
 
THE ILLAWARRA MIGRATION HERITAGE PROJECT (MHP) is a community organisation designed to 
research, protect and promote the heritage of Illawarra’s diverse migrant communities. 
 
Since coming together in 2001, the MHP group has undertaken a wide range of projects receiving 
support from local and state institutions: IMB Community Foundation, Wollongong City Council, 
Wollongong Art Gallery, University of Wollongong, NSW Migration Heritage Centre at the 
Powerhouse Museum, the NSW Community Relations Commission, Multicultural NSW, NSW Office 
of Environment and Heritage, Heritage Council of NSW, the Royal Australian Historical Society, and 
Friends of Wollongong City Library. 
 
MHP has promoted the recording and appreciation of migration heritage through workshops and 
resources to help groups and individuals document their heritage records, photographs and objects.  
MHP has created exhibitions including Celebrations: Spirit of Communities at Wollongong Art Gallery 
(2003) and Telstra building (2005); George Cross Falcons Club: Maltese Australians in the Illawarra in 
the Wollongong City Council Foyer (2006), and Collections of Hopes and Dreams at Wollongong Art 
Gallery (2011–2012).  MHP has published a mini-book, Stamina: Aspiration and Capability (2011) 
about migration heritage and the textile, clothing and footwear industry in Wollongong from the 
1940s to 1970s; and the award winning book, Every Story Counts (2015) illuminating the experiences 
of an entire generation of post-Second World War migrants living in Australia and the nuances of 
their heritage legacy.  MHP has been influential in helping to save and keep the remaining Nissen 
Huts used in the Balgownie Hostel at Fairy Meadow in situ, and they are now on the State Heritage 
Register.  MHP has commissioned original research into Wollongong’s migration heritage places; 
compiled home movies that document the lifestyles and experiences of migrants who settled in the 
Illawarra; and conducted original research into the early non-British migrants who settled in the 
Illawarra in the 19th and early 20th Century.  This research has been presented to historical 
societies, interest groups, and at heritage and history week events in Wollongong and Shellharbour.  
It was also the source of information for a walking tour of three churches in the Wollongong CBD 
developed for the National Trust NSW (Illawarra and Shoalhaven Branch).  A part of the research was 
featured in our exhibition “The Illawarra Food Business”. 
 
The MHP awards and recognition include: IMB Community Foundation Original Project (2002), 
Appreciation for outstanding contribution to Viva la Gong Festival 2009 from Cultural Services of 
Wollongong City Council, Wollongong City Council Australia Day 2011 Awards Community Group 
category, Highly Commended, Interpretation category in the 22nd Annual National Trust (NSW) 2016 
Heritage Awards for Every Story Counts and a Highly Commended in the 2017 Illawarra Multicultural 
Communities Council of Illawarra in the Cultural and Communities Events Category. 
 
For more information about MHP membership and projects visit our website 
www.mhpillawarra.com 
 



 

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 
Thank you to the members of the Beatus, Heininger, Puglisi, Borgo, Gow, Tambakis and Imisides 
families past, present and future. 
 
Thank you to Zofia Laba for her research and writing of stories for the exhibition and this publication. 
 
The Migration Heritage Project acknowledges the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the 
owners and custodians of the land upon which the stories of migration in this publication have been 
documented, recorded and explored. 
 



 

FOREWARD 
 
 
This book is a record of the ‘The Food Business’ Exhibition which was an exhibition researched, 
developed and designed by the Migration Heritage Project Committee.  This exhibition was made 
possible by funding received from the Wollongong City Council Small Cultural Grants Program. 
 
The exhibition focused on eight merchants from seven different migrant backgrounds who owned 
businesses in Wollongong prior to World War 2: 
 

· Phineas Beatus (Poland) 1854-1893, General Store, Unanderra and Wollongong 

· Conrad Heininger (Germany) 1862-1888, Farmer and Butcher, Dapto 

· Joe Puglisi (Italy) 1920-1936, Fish Monger, Wollongong 

· Charlie Ameera Box (India) 1920-1946, General Store, Albion Park 

· Mario Borgo (Italy) 1920-1955, Wine and Spirit Merchant, Wollongong 

· Joe Wah Gow (China) 1920-1955, Grocer and Draper Merchant, Wollongong 

· Tambakis Brothers (Greece) 1933-1969, Silver Bell Cafe, Wollongong 

· Evelthon Nicola Imisides (Cyprus) 1936-1950s, Fish Shop & Oyster Supplier, Wollongong and 
Warrawong 

 
Many of these businesses became institutions in themselves and the foundations they laid helped to 
generate other commercial ventures in food production and culinary culture in the region. 
 
The research and stories for the exhibition and this book was conducted by Zofia Laba who is on the 
Migration Heritage Project (MHP) committee.  Zofia’s interest in migrant history is drawn to the 
earlier migrant pioneers and her work undertaken in the MHP’s 2012 research project ‘Identifying 
early Illawarra pioneers from diverse cultural backgrounds from settlement to the 1940s’, was a 
study of some of those early migrants dispelling the popular view that migration to the Illawarra only 
occurred from the 1950s onward. 
 
The exhibition was designed by Gregor Cullen who is also on the MHP committee and with 35 years 
of experience as a design and art educator with a practice in social impact design, printmaking and 
community engagement.  He teaches in the Graphic Design program, Faculty of Law, Humanities & 
Arts, University of Wollongong. 
 
The MHP committee developed and edited the exhibition and were joint-curators of the exhibition. 
 
This exhibition and this book showcase a small number of the many stories that have contributed to 
the cultural profile of our city.  Their stories provide valuable information, from primary sources, 
that assist to broaden our knowledge about the diversity of the people who influenced the 
development and growth of the emerging town of Wollongong and the greater Illawarra. 
 
Notably, the exhibition provided a link to the current interest in food and cooking, presenting 
opportunities to expand audiences by making history relevant and engaging. 
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PHINEAS BEATUS 
 
A Polish Jew, was born in 1830 in Kalisz, Poland.1  His family’s social and financial position was well 
established, however Poland was not a sovereign country and punishment and repression under 
Russian rule made life difficult. 
 
After the ‘November Uprising’ in 1830, Russia restricted the freedom of the Polish people. In the late 
1840s Phineas left Poland, escaping compulsory enlistment in the Russian army by fleeing to England 
where he lived for several years.2 
 
The discovery of gold in Australia in 1853 inspired him to travel to the gold fields of Victoria.  Phineas 
arrived in Melbourne, Victoria in August 1853.3  He made his way to Bendigo where he spent 4 
months and then on to the Turon Goldfields (Sofala) in NSW.  Finally, in 1854, Phineas settled in the 
Illawarra where he remained for 59 years. 
 
For the first several years Phineas made his living as a hawker, selling jewellery to the residents of 
the Illawarra, South Coast and Southern Highlands.  On one occasion in 1856 he sent a box of gold 
dust to England with instructions to exchange this for cutlery and jewellery. 
 
In 1866, together with his wife Julia (nee Alger) he invested in a general store.  The store and the 
house where they lived were situated in Charcoal (known as Unanderra) on the main road (Princes 
Highway) near the Unanderra railway station.  Phineas offered customers locally produced poultry 
and dairy products and promoted his store as the ‘best place in the Illawarra for disposal of eggs and 
poultry, in exchange or for cash’. 
 
In the 1870s and 1880s he expanded the store’s stock selling new imported goods including: 
groceries, drapery, and crockery.  In early 1888 Phineas closed the store and sold his stock.  The 
building was rented out to William Osborne & Sons who opened a new Grocery and Produce Shop.4 
 
However Phineas did not retire from work.  In April 1889 he recommenced a general grocery store in 
new premises on the corner of Market and Keira Street Wollongong.  This time he also aspired to 
being the supplier of the best butter, bacon, cheese, ham, eggs and poultry in the area.  In his store, 
he also kept a large variety of tobacco and cigarettes.5 

 
Phineas Beatus finally retired as a storekeeper in 1893 handing the store over to his daughter 
Margaret Miles (nee Beatus) who ran the store for 8 more years.  In 1905 Margaret closed the 
business and Phineas sold the premises which included the shop and a large detached dwelling 
where the Beatus family had lived.6  Phineas Beatus died on 19 February 1913.  ‘His word was his 
bond, and his large heartedness and generosity were proverbial.  No one in distress ever passed his 
door without having his necessities relieved ….. he was a fine swimmer, and saved numbers from a 
watery grave…’ Illawarra Mercury, 21 February 1913 - ‘A Patriarchal Pioneer, the late Mr. Phineas 
Beatus’. 
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Miles Grocery Store, from 1889 to 1893 run by Phineas Beatus, from 1893-1905 by his daughter Margaret Miles (nee 
Beatus ) Keira Street, Wollongong store.  Photo from the collections of the Wollongong City Library and the Illawarra 
Historical Society. 
 
 

 
Phineas and Julia (nee Alger) Beatus in front of their Charcoal Store, Unanderra.  Photo from the collections of the 
Wollongong City Library and the Illawarra Historical Society.



3 

 
 
 
MARIO BORGO 
 
Prior to arriving in Australia in 1920, Mario Borgo lived in Thiene, in the Italian province of Vicenza.  
In 1914 at the age of 17 Mario was conscripted into the Italian Army and fought in the Battle of 
Ortigara often called ‘the Calvary of the Alpini’.  After being discharged from the army, Mario 
continued to work with his father and brother in their cabinet making business.  The business did not 
bring in enough money to support the whole family so Mario, like many other Italians from the area, 
decided to emigrate to Australia.  Mario had learned from a friend of his father, Mr Salvetti, that 
there were job opportunities in the newly opened coal mines in Newcastle and Wollongong. 
 
Mario and his best friend, Fernando Corollo, arrived in Sydney in 1920 and chose to go to 
Wollongong over Newcastlle to build new lives for themselves and their families.  Mario’s first place 
of living was the galvanised iron hut in the bush opposite the Clifton Hotel, not far away from the 
Coalcliff mine where he found employment.1  In 1919 the mine employed 337 men and it was 
producing 225,000 tonnes of coal per year.2  After 18 months, he left the mine and moved to 
Tarrawanna, known at the time as “Little Italy” and commenced a new mining job in the Mount 
Pleasant Colliery.  Work in the coal mine however was hard and in 1927 he became sick and was 
diagnosed with ‘dust in the lung’. 
 
Unable to continue working in the coal mine, Mario looked for another source of income and in 
1930, he bought a ‘Liquor Shop’ from Lorrenzo Filippi.  The shop was located downstairs in the 
Thorner’s Building, 275 Crown Street Wollongong and sold wine, beer and spirits and offered free 
delivery to its customers.3  Mario became a licenced merchant of wine and spirits.  During his 
ownership of the business, Mario expanded the variety of beers, wines and sweet and dry sherries 
as well as extending his free delivery services to cover from Helensburgh to Nowra.4 
 
The business prospered and in 1955 Mario moved to a new and much larger premises on the corner 
of Burelli and Kenny Streets.  The new shop had a big front window with very distinctive shop 
signage:  ‘M. Borgo & Sons - Wine and Spirit Merchants’.  The product range was further extended 
with customers not only being able to buy local Australian wine and spirits but also Italian wine 
imported in barrels.  Wine was sold in bottles that customers would bring back for ‘re-filling’.  Later 
on, the shop became the first drive-in liquor shop in Wollongong. 
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Borgo & Sons, Wine and Spirit Store, opened in 1955 at the corner of Kenny and Burelli Streets in Wollongong.  
Today it is the site of a Liquorland store, 1956.  Photo from the collections of the Wollongong City Library and the 
Illawarra Historical Society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mario and Giulia Borgo and two shop assistants in their liquor store, 1950-1960.  Photo from the collections of the 
Wollongong City Library and the Illawarra Historical Society. 
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JOE WAH GOW 
 
Arrived in Australia from the village of Long Tou Wan in Canton China in the late 1890s.  He first 
settled in Cairns, Queensland and then moved to Wollongong in 1911.  He married a local Chinese 
woman Ida Ko (Dockson) and had 5 children who were all born in Wollongong.1 

 
In October 1911 Joe Wah Gow opened a drapery and grocery shop in upper Crown Street and firmly 
established his presence in the town of Wollongong.  Joe Wah Gow offered his customers a range of 
imported clothes and textiles, including silk.  His business motto was ‘once a customer, always a 
customer’.2 
 
The business did well and in 1916 Joe Wah Gow entered into a business partnership and began 
trading as ‘Wah Gow & Co’. 
 
His two new partners, Low Cor and Charles Ung Quay, both lived and worked locally.  Low Cor was 
also of Chinese origin and lived in Wollongong for 40 years until his death in 1955.3 
 
The business flourished and grew so rapidly that they eventually moved to a newly built premises 
near the ‘OL Shop’ also in upper Crown Street on the site of the current Piccadilly Building.4 
 
Customers could buy groceries, drapery, clothing and underwear for men, women and children at 
exceptionally low prices if they were prepared to buy in large quantities.  In the 1920s the range of 
products was extended to also include hardware, crockery, drapery and furnishings. 
 
However despite the fact that the business was thriving, it could be surmised that Joe Wah Gow may 
have been terribly homesick because in 1929 he sold his business and left Australia with his family to 
return to his village of Long Tou Van, where three more children were born. 
 
Joe Wah Gow died in 1950 in Zhongshan, Guangdong province, China.  Some of his children returned 
to Australia after 1939 when the Japanese invaded the region of South China. 
 
Percy Young and Stanley Herbert Young, the new owners of the shop were still trading at the same 
location, under the name ‘Joe Wah Gow & Co’ until 1940.5 
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Joe Wah Gow employees going for a picnic.  Photo from the collection of the Wollongong City Library and the Illawarra 
Historical Society. 
 

 
Shops on the south side at the western end of Crown Street near Gladstone Avenue.  from left to right: Black Quality 
Tailor, 2 empty shops formerly the post office and Albert & Co.  Real Estate, then Maud Dunn, Fashion Specialist store 
next to the Grills Fish Café.  Road in foreground is Denison Street.  Photo from the collections of the Wollongong Library 
and the Illawarra Historical Society. 
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THE TAMBAKIS BROTHERS 
 
Peter, Harry and Theo came from the Greek island of Kythera, located on the southwest tip of 
Peloponnese Peninsula.  In 1905, their mother died, leaving behind five small children; three boys 
and two girls.  The soil on the farm was poor and the father struggled to support the family.  To gain 
additional income he worked as a rural labourer. 
 
In the early 1900s, Kythera’s political and economic situation including the lack of jobs pushed many 
young men to emigrate to the mainland of Greece or to other countries such as Canada, USA or 
Australia.  Once settled many men sent money back to their families in Kythera.1 
 
In the Tambakis family, Peter was the first to leave, arriving in Sydney in 1909.  However he didn’t 
stay in Sydney, rather, he settled in Rockhampton and like many Greek immigrants at the time found 
work in the sugar cane fields.  In 1919 he was joined by his brother Theo and in 1923 by his brother 
Harry.  The brothers found additional jobs as kitchen hands and waiters in local cafés and 
restaurants run by other Greek immigrants, and would work there after a day of labouring in the 
cane fields.  After a few years in Queensland, the brothers moved to Tamworth where from 1928 to 
1933 they made their living running the Golden Bell Café on Peel Street. 
 
In 1933 Peter, Harry and Theo moved to Wollongong and bought the Silver Bell Café from the Sansey 
(Tsaousis) family.  The Café was located on Crown Street, in the vibrant part of the town, close to the 
corner of Keira and Crown Streets.  The history of the café dates back to 1923, when it was known as 
the ‘Silver Bell Sundae Shop’ offering customer’s morning and afternoon tea, confectionery, ice-
cream and sundaes.2  In 1928 it was owned by J.H Adams and the business was re-named the ‘Silver 
Bell Café’, specialising in cakes.3   
During the period it was owned by the Sansey family, the menu included hot and cold luncheons and 
grills, cakes and the best brands of confectionery for afternoon tea.  When the Silver Bell Café was 
bought by the Tambakis brothers in 1933, they extended the menu to include homemade 
chocolates, cakes and hand squeezed fruit juices.  From 1937, good food, an award winning window 
display of confectionaries and chocolates, an impressive and modern interior which included a 
mosaic tiled floor, and very smartly dressed staff, all contributed to the success of the business.4 
 
Tambakis brothers traded as Theodore Bros and under their management, the Silver Bell Café played 
an important part in Wollongong’s social scene for 23 years.  In August 1956, the Café was sold and 
the building demolished giving way to a new building and the new ‘Coles’ store.  Today the site is 
part of Wollongong Central Shopping Centre.  However the sale of the café did not spell the end of 
business life for the Tambakis Bros.  They bought the Black and White Milk Bar located on the corner 
of Crown and Keira Streets and remained in the café business until Harry’s death in 1969.5 
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Silver Bell Café, Crown Street Wollongong.  Photo from the collections of the Wollongong City Library and the 
Illawarra Historical Society. 
 
 

 
Silver Bell Café Staff.  Photo courtesy of Nick Tambakis. 
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CONRAD HEININGER 
 
The history of Dapto’s first Butcher Shop can be traced back to August 1855 when 13 year old 
Conrad Heininger and his family arrived in Sydney from Germany.  It is unknown why the Heiningers 
left Hemsbach in south western Germany, travelled to the port of Hamburg and boarded the barque 
‘Charles  Ross’ with 100 other German immigrants to migrate to Australia.  At the time, the reason 
for most German emigration was the poor economic and social situation the country faced during 
the 1850s. 
 
After a short stay in Sydney the family travelled to Maryborough, Queensland.  Soon after their 
arrival, Conrad’s mother was killed and his father and sister left him in Australia with his uncle 
Nicolas Hoffman, while they returned to Germany. 
 
In early 1860s Conrad Heininger left Queensland and came to the Illawarra and settled in Dapto 
where he married Margaret Howes of Dapto.  In 1867 he was naturalised.1 
 
Conrad became a successful dairy and cattle farmer, known as an early breeder of Jersey Cattle.  In 
1862, he established Dapto’s first butcher shop which became a well-known and thriving business.  It 
did not have any competition at the time and flourished with a large trade.  The business was 
located in the centre of Dapto, close to the Public School, Post and Telegraph Office and railway 
line.2 
 
In 1866 his customers could buy a selection of beef cuts such as: sirloin, ribs and steaks.3  In 1870 the 
beef cuts selection was extended to: roast beef, rump steak, and corn beef.  Pork and lamb meat 
cuts were also made available.4  The premium meat selection was not only sold on the premises but 
delivered by horse and cart to local Dapto residents, remote parts of the area and distant 
homesteads.  In 1888 his cattle was recognised as being of a high class breed and the best in the 
area.5 
 
However in April 1888 Conrad Heininger decided to retire and sold his business to Mr. W.R. Atkinson 
of Dapto.  A public notice was issued in the Illawarra Mercury where Heininger thanked all his 
customers and the public for the liberal patronage of his business over the 26 years he worked as a 
butcher. 
 
Conrad Heininger passed away on the 6 March 1906 but his legacy continued through his son Conrad 
Heininger Junior.  Conrad Junior inherited his father’s interest and success in cattle farming and 
became a respected cattle merchant in the area. 
 
In 1984 the Dapto Senior Citizens Centre was built on the location of the original butcher shop.  
‘During discussions concerning a name for the Senior Citizens Centre, it was agreed that the building 
should be named after one of the pioneering families of the Dapto area.  The obvious choice was 
Heininger given that the centre is built on or near the exact spot where the Heininger family home 
and first butcher’s shop once stood.’6 
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Conrad Heininger 1842-1906, farmer and owner of the first butcher shop in Dapto.  
 Photo courtesy of Paul Heininger. 

 
 

 
C. Heininger & Son Butchers the first butchers shop at Dapto.  Currently location of Dapto Ribbonwood Centre, Heininger 
Hall.  Photo courtesy of Paul Heininger. 
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PUGLISI 
 
In the early 1900s life on the Island of Lipari, in Southern Italy was very harsh for fisherman Michele 
Puglisi, his wife Giuseppina (Peppina) and their children Giuseppe (Joe), Maria, Bartholomew (Bob), 
Samone (Sam), Lucia, Venera, Salvatore and Giuseppina (Pina). 
 
Joe was the eldest child and a great help to his father who taught him traditional methods of fishing.  
However, regardless of their skills and hard work, the sea around Lipari was not always generous and 
there was often not enough fish to sell and not enough money to buy food or clothes for the family. 
 
The Puglisi family, like many other families who lived on the island shared the same hardship.  Young 
men dreamt of a better life with many deciding to emigrate to countries with greater opportunities 
such as the United States or Australia.  Many men left their families behind hoping to reunite with 
them once they established themselves in their new home. 
 
In October 1920, the 18 year old Joe Puglisi was ready to leave the island.  Michele and Giuseppina 
chose Australia for their son so he could join his cousin Alberto Masula, who was already living in 
Wollongong.  Joe, equipped with his fishing gear, a short sample long-line and three different sized 
traffenas (fish spear), left the port of Naples.  He travelled to Australia with hopes and dreams for a 
better life.  On his arrival in Sydney he was greeted by his cousin Alberto Masula. 
 
Alberto owned a small rowboat and both men often fished off Flagstaff Hill headland and sold their 
catch to local pubs or railway workers.  Soon, Joe discovered that the area of water near the Five 
Islands was full of snapper and unlike the rocky seabed around the Island of Lipari, he saw the 
potential of using the set-line fishing method.  After a few months the cousins bought a larger boat 
and employed these methods.  Their success was enormous.  They would arrive in Wollongong 
Harbour with large hauls of fish that had not been seen by locals before. 
 
Alberto was soon selling and delivering fish to a variety of customers in the Illawarra and Sydney.  
With the success of this new venture, Joe Puglisi bought a new 20 foot, petrol driven boat and was 
the first to introduce commercial fishing to the Illawarra. 
 
In December 1921, Joe was joined by his parents, siblings and his future wife Marianna from Italy.  
His father and eventually his brothers all became involved in fishing.  In 1936, Joe’s mother, 
Giuseppina, decided that the family should open a fish shop - ‘Seafood Café’, where they could sell 
fresh, as well as cooked fish.  The shop was located near the corner of lower Crown and Corrimal 
Street.1  While Joe’s mother and sisters were involved in cooking his brother Sam was responsible for 
selling fresh fish.  The fish shop however only operated for a few years as it became too much for 
the women in the family to handle the popularity of the ‘Seafood Café’.  Eventually, the shop was 
sold. 
 



12 

 
Giuseppina Puglisi, Joe’s mother making fishing net, c.1938. 
Photo courtesy of Michael Puglisi. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sam & Giuseppina Puglisi, making 
fishing nets.  Photo courtesy of Michael 
Puglisi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Puglisi brothers – Joe and Sam, c.1920s. 
Photo courtesy of Michael Puglisi. 
 
 
 
 

Sam Puglisi in front of the Seafood Café, 
lower Crown Street, Wollongong c.1930.  
Photo courtesy of Michael Puglisi. 
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EVELTHON NICOLA IMISIDES 
 
Born in Vatili Northern Cyprus in 1900.  As a young man he worked in the silkworm industry in Vatili 
and eventually also as an irrigation superintendent. 
 
Evelthon arrived in Australia in 1928, and was among the early Greek Cypriots to arrive in Australia.  
On arrival he lived in Sydney for a few years where he worked as a chef in one of Sydney’s 
restaurants. 
 
In 1936 Evelthon Imisides, along with his wife Esther and two children, left Sydney and moved to 
Wollongong.  Their first Wollongong home was a miner’s cottage at Mt Keira which they shared with 
another Greek family, namely John Economos and family. 
 
In the following years, both Evelthon Imisides and John Economos opened fish and chip shops in 
Wollongong.  Evelthon’s first shop was on the corner of Crown and Keira Streets, next to the 
Flinder’s Inn Hotel (currently the site of the new Wollongong Central Shopping Centre) while John 
opened his fish and chip shop on Crown Street opposite the current Commonwealth Bank.  
Evelthon’s business expanded rapidly, with the opening of another fish shop on Wentworth Street in 
Port Kembla. 
 
In 1947 Evelthon sold both his Wollongong and Port Kembla shops and established ‘Bob’s Fish and 
Oyster Supply’ business at Primbee.  In 1951 he opened two more businesses; a fish and chip shop in 
King Street Warrawong, located next to the current Hearth Hotel and in the following year, what was 
to be his final business venture, the ‘Green Garden Restaurant’ located across from his Warrawong 
fish and chip shop. 
 
In the early 1950s, Evelthon became involved in assisting Greek Cypriot immigrants to settle in the 
area.  He died on 23 September 1969 but remains in the memories of many post-World War II Greek 
migrants as ‘Uncle Bob’, the man who helped them when they needed assistance.1 
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Corner of Crown and Keira Streets, from 1935 current building built in 1935 as Flinders Hotel. Evelthon Imisides fish and 
chip shop was located next to the hotel.  Photo from the collections of Wollongong Library and the Illawarra Historical 
Society. 
 
 

 
‘Bob’s Fish & Oyster Supply’ Evelthon Imisides business at Primbee.  Private collection, used with 
permission.  Photo courtesy of Ron Imisides, son. 
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CHARLIE AMEERA BOX 
 
Arrived in Australia in 1890s at the age of 17 from a village in India.  He could not write or read in his 
native language and never learned to read or write in English.1 
 
After arriving in Australia he travelled the coast of NSW as a hawker, visiting rural towns and isolated 
farms.2   It is assumed that like many other Indian hawkers of the late 19th century and early 20th 
century, that Charlie Ameera Box probably sold a diverse range of products ranging from silks to pots 
and pans, carrying the goods in bundles made form large sheets, suitcases or from a covered wagon. 
 
He settled in Albion Park in 19023 and in the early 1900s, Charlie Ameera Box had saved enough 
money to rent a premises in Flinders Street (currently Tongarra Road) Albion Park where he opened 
a General Store.4  Albion Park and Jamberoo residents could buy a wide range of everyday items 
including boots and shoes, medicines, stationery and groceries such as jars of jams and pickles, 
tinned meat, biscuits, golden syrup, as well as paint, kerosene, porcelain, enamel baths, stoves, 
furniture and more. 
 
Due to the success of his business, Charlie was able to purchase a number of properties located in 
the Albion Park area including the building where his General Store was located.  The building had a 
large veranda supported by posts which were used by Charlie’s customers to tie up horses, sulkies 
and carthorses.5 
 
In 1913 Charlie Ameera Box married local girl name Ruby.  The marriage did not last long as in 
August 1920 Ruby died.6  After Ruby’s death, in December 1920 Charlie Ameera Box sold his 
business to Mr. Logan and Mr. Cronin.7 
 
Not being busy with running the store, gave him more time for his hobby; competing in the Albion 
Park Show ‘buggy and pairs’ class competition as well as taking part in the Kiama Show and 
exhibitions.  He won the competition many years running.  He and his pair of black ponies, which 
were perfectly matched in size and gait, were hard to beat and were well known in the area. 
 
However, Charlie Ameera missed being a storekeeper.  In the 1920s he was advertising in local 
newspapers and selling ‘Indian Rheumatic Oil’, a medicine which ‘guaranteed to cure’ number of 
pain and aches.8 
 
In 1931 he re-opened the general store in his old premises offering his customers a variety of 
products from Bushell’s Tea, Uncle Toby’s Rolled Oats, sugar, coffee, biscuits, wire netting, baths, 
bath heaters, bedding, blankets, carpets, furniture and clothing.9 
 
Charlie Ameera Box ran his business in Albion Park, Flinders Street (currently Tongarra Road) until 
his death on 7 March 1945.  He died at Wollongong Hospital.  All stock from the store was sold by 
auction on 18 December 1946.  He left his entire estate to his family in India. 
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‘The Show Season, Kiama Exhibition’, The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW: 1871 - 1912), 5 February 
1908 pg.351. 
 
 

 
View of floodwaters in Albion Park from the Commercial Hotel.  Shops in photo: Ameera Box General Store, W Halkett - 
Saddler, Butcher shop.  Reproduced with thanks to the copyright owner Shellharbour City Libraries. 
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