
 
Background 
 
Istvan Eleven’s granddaughter was looking for information about her grandfather.  All she had was his 
name, he came from Hungary and that he lived at Unanderra Hostel in the 1950s or earlier.  The 
following information demonstrates that understanding world events, migration history and 
knowledge of available archival sources you can learn much more about your migrant family history.  
Many of those archival sources can be found on the “useful links” page.  However, the best way to truly 
learn of your migrant family member’s journey is to speak to them but unfortunately sometimes that 
opportunity is missed. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Research Results 
 
Dear Enquirer, 
 
Significant numbers of Hungarians migrated during different periods in history.  For example: In 1939 
many Jewish Hungarians escaped from the Nazis before the war started/escalated; between 1945-
1947 Hungarians were amongst the Jewish Holocaust survivors and anti-communists; and, then from 
1947-1952 Hungarians were considered Displaced Persons (DPs) through the International Refugee 
Organisation (IRO) in which about 17,000 Hungarians arrived in Australia until the IRO agreement 
ceased.  The last significant group of Hungarians who came to Australia were the 1956 refugees from 
the Hungarian Uprising with a few arriving in the 1980s. 
 
As you explained in your email that your grandfather migrated to Australia after World War 2 in the 
1950s or earlier and that he was from Hungary there is a strong possibility that he came to Australia 
under the IRO resettlement program as a DP because at this time there was no formal assisted 
migration agreement between Australia and Hungary.  While there were other types of migration 
programs available, they would generally not have included employment by the Commonwealth 
Government nor accommodation in a Commonwealth Hostel. 
 
Knowing the date of birth is a good way of ensuring you are researching the correct person and as you 
did not provide a date of birth for Istvan Eleven I searched the Ryerson Index and found an Istvan 
Eleven who died on 4 September 2002 at the age of 86 which puts his year of birth at about 1916.  The 
Ryerson index has him as “late of Gladesville” and his death notice appeared in the Sydney Morning 
Herald on 14 September 2002 and in the Ryde Weekly Times on 25 September 2002.  Of interest are 
other death notices for two women with the surname Eleven, one in 1995 also late of Gladesville but 
no age given and the other in 2008, aged 90 late, of Woy Woy so these may be relatives of Istvan’s. 
 
I have found information working on the assumption that Istvan was a DP from Hungary and with a 
possible birth year of 1916.  I searched the Arolsen Archives and found a record for Istvan Eleven in 
the registration and files of Displaced Persons, Children and Missing Persons; Evidence of Abode and 
Emigration; and Registration and Care of DPs inside and outside of Camps.  Whilst some cards had 
photos, Istvan’s did not.  In the beginning DP camps were established and administered by the Allied 
armies across Western Europe to cope with the large number of DPs who managed to escape to 
Western Europe and these DP camps were eventually administered under the auspices of the IRO once 
it was formally established.  Countries had to sign an agreement with the IRO which Australia did in 
1947, after some hesitation.  Lack of ships to transport DPs stalled their efforts to send DPs to other 
countries such as the US and Canada as well as Australia.  Please note that some DPs would state their 
religion as other than Jewish for fear of further persecution and some DPs would record a different 
nationality or name in fear of being discovered not eligible for resettlement or being discovered of 
having carried out illegal or inhumane activities during the war.  I am in no way suggesting your 



 
grandfather did any of these things but people should be aware of this as it can hinder research 
particularly if they changed their surname. 
 
In the Arolsen Archives (Folder DP0948, names from Ehlen, Edit to Elfomov, Elena (2)) I found a record 
for Istvan Eleven: 
 
Istvan Eleven, single, born Pestszentersebet, Hungary on 29 December 1916, Roman Catholic, 
occupation butcher, upholsterer.  The card tells you which DP camps he stayed in and there is a 
handwritten note “20.4.49 Australia on the card”.  It looks like Istvan Eleven was determined eligible 
in 1948 under the IRO.  In another record his assistance was discontinued by IRO Austria on 20 April 
1949 with reason written “Australien” most likely because he had departed the DP Camp for Australia 
as a DP.  It is highly likely he did leave for Australia because in the nominal role done at Neapel (maybe 
a typo and should be Naples) his name appears in the list for transport by the ship MS Anna Salen, 
with final destination of Australia.  He left ex Salsburg US Zone Austria with a departure date of 7 April 
1949, occupation butcher. 
 
I then searched the National Archives of Australia and it was by pure chance I came across a record for 
Istvan Eleven because his name had been misspelt as ‘Elewen’.  This record shows a Istvan Eleven born 
29 December 1916.  On opening the links on this record it further expands the information contained 
in the record which is “Migration Selection Record for Displaced Persons who travelled to Australia per 
Anna Salen departing Naples, Italy 22 May 1949 and arriving Sydney 22 June 1949”.  Further links in 
this record revealed that the ‘Anna Salen’ made this voyage under charter to the IRO to bring Displaced 
Persons to Australia, sailing from Naples, Italy via Aden on 22 May 1949 and arriving in Sydney 22 June 
1949 with 1,504 Displaced Persons on board.  Passengers then proceeded by special trains which 
departed from No. 13 Wharf, Pyrmont to Kelso Railway Station and then taken by bus to the 
Department of Immigration Reception and Training Centre, Bathurst.  We can now confirm a Istvan 
Eleven, born 29 December 1916 was first accommodated at Bathurst Migrant Reception Centre at 
Bathurst upon his arrival in Australia in June 1949. 
 
You can request a copy of the record for this Istvan Eleven (Elewen) from the National Archives of 
Australia (NAA).  When you get to the home page, select Record Search and in Keywords type the name 
you want to search.  This will take you the record and from here you can request a copy.  There is a fee 
depending on the size of the file and sometimes it can take up to 3 months for you to receive your 
copy and I find it best to have the record sent by email and not hard copy. 
 
If you would like to learn more about the ship Istvan Eleven travelled to Australia on as well as view a 
few photos, you can find a number of website by just Googling “MS Anna Salen”. 
 
Bathurst Migrant Reception Centre was one of the larger centres quickly set up to process DPs whose 
numbers started growing once more ships became available.  DPs were processed with medical 
examinations, learning rudimentary English, assessed for allocation of employment and usually meant 
to stay only for a few weeks before being sent elsewhere.  The best known and longest running was 
the Centre at Bonegilla which has a tremendous online archive of identity cards.  As Istvan Eleven went 
to Bathurst this would probably be the reason why I could not find an identity card for him at Bonegilla.  
I am unaware of a similar online archive for the Bathurst Camp.  I searched ‘Bathurst Migrant Camp’ 
on the NAA website but found very little.  If you do the same search you will see what comes up and 
whether you would want a copy of this file. 
 
If you Google “Bathurst Migrant Hostel” there are a number of results that provide information about 
the hostel and there are photographs.  Here is some information I found from one link: “The Migrant 



 
Camp was established along Limekilns Road, on the site of the former Bathurst Army Camp, in 1948 
and was one of the major migrant reception centres in Australia.  lt was considered to be a stopover 
for migrants before they resettled elsewhere.  Most of them only stayed a few weeks or at the most a 
few months.  The accommodation in the ex-army huts was makeshift and basic but due to a severe 
housing shortage in New South Wales at that time nothing else was available.  The buildings were 
unlined iron sheds, wooden barracks and tents with many in poor condition needing constant repair.  
They were cold in winter and hot in summer.”  It would have been from Bathurst that Istvan Eleven 
would have continued his migration journey possibly to the Illawarra and Unanderra Hostel.  DPs were 
tied to work as directed by the Commonwealth Government for two years and they were provided 
accommodation, mainly in hostels.  They were all listed as “labourers” despite their qualifications and 
“many found better employment after their two years were up and married mostly Australian-born 
women and integrated well into Australia society”.  Given that Istvan Eleven’s place of death was 
Gladesville it is quite likely he fits into this described cohort. 
 
Which brings me back to where I started in that the MHP does not hold archival personal records or 
Commonwealth Hostels records.  I do know that there were some Hungarian DPs sent to the Illawarra 
to work in the iron, coal and heavy industries mostly around Port Kembla but these were for private 
companies and records of employment would be held with them, many of which no longer exist or 
have changed names and owners many times.  One of the first to employ DPs in the Illawarra was the 
Metropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage Board and they had a camp at Coniston.  I think very few 
were employed in the coal mines with the majority employed in the manufacturing industries in Port 
Kembla.  There were a few here and there that were sent to the Illawarra before any hostel 
accommodation was available.  The first reported large group of DPs sent to the Illawarra who were 
accommodated in the Commonwealth Hostel on Five Islands Road at Unanderra occurred over the 
weekend of 10-11 September 1949 when 160 European DPs arrived in Wollongong to commence 
employment in Port Kembla heavy industries.  A further 160 were expected on 20 October 1949.  In 
the first group the men were allocated to work for AI&S, Lysaghts, Fertilisers Ltd and the 
Commonwealth Rolling Mills.  The second group of 160 were all allocated for work at AI&S (Australian 
Iron & Steel).  These DPs were from various Eastern European, mainly Baltic, countries and given Istvan 
Eleven’s dates of migration travel and stay at Bathurst there is a strong possibility he was sent to work 
at Port Kembla.  AI&S also had migrant hostels in the Port Kembla area to accommodate their migrant 
workers being Karingal and Steelhaven.  Karingal was in Cringila (not far from Unanderra Hostel) and 
Steelhaven (where many of the DPs were also accommodated) was at Steelhaven which is near 
Warrawong.  As you have visited the MHP website you may have already read the history of migrant 
hostels in the Illawarra which can provide further insight about living in a Commonwealth Hostel 
together with photos of Unanderra Hostel. 
 
The last record I came found online was from Trove in which in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette 
No 33 dated Wednesday 10 April 1963 on page 1271 the following entry appeared: “Eleven, Istvan, 
204 Concord Road, Concord West, 18.12.62”.  This was the official notification of the granting 
Certificates of Naturalisations.  So we know Istvan Eleven was naturalised on 18 December 1962 and 
was living in Concord West at the time.  I then searched for his application for Australian Naturalisation 
papers on the NAA website as these papers sometimes provide information about employment history 
and former residence addresses.  Unfortunately I did not have any luck locating these documents for 
Istvan Eleven even using the incorrect spelling of his surname (Elewen).  This does not mean they are 
not available and it would be worthwhile that in addition to the previously mentioned NAA record you 
contact the NAA and ask about his naturalisation papers and request a copy of these as well if they are 
available. 
 



 
I have provided the above information working on the assumption I have the correct Istvan Eleven, 
your grandfather.  Any further information or confirmation is now up to you should you wish to 
continue your research.  The information, if it is using correct Istvan Eleven details, arms you with a 
brief overview of the history, places and dates that can assist you and/or archive personnel in finding 
more information. 
 
Having an understanding about the history of DPs post WW2 is very important to understand what 
may have driven Istvan Eleven’s journey from Hungary to a DP camp and then on to Australia as a DP 
especially if you no longer have the opportunity to speak to the person themselves. 
 
I noticed there was a Facebook group for MS Anna Salen migrants which might prove helpful for you 
and maybe you can ask questions there? 
 
Civil records in Hungary would need to be searched through that country’s method of registering birth, 
deaths, marriage to trace your grandfather’s parents and grandfathers.  There are some historical 
databases of records in genealogical programmes such as Ancestry.com or familysearch.org and many 
others that can be viewed online.  They each vary on what they provide and what records they hold.  
They are subscription based but some do offer a free trial first.  It depends on individuals as to what 
are the best programmes.  Some family history groups or libraries have a subscription to genealogy 
programme that you may be able to access to do your overseas searches. 
 
I hope you find the information provided of interest and use.  Family history and genealogy is never as 
simple and as a quick as the one hour shows like “who do you think you are” seem to imply, if only it 
were though! 
 
 
Thank you to Istvan Eleven’s granddaughter for allowing MHP to share her grandfather’s migration 
story. 
 


