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This book covers the stories of those buried in the Original Catholic Burial Ground in Wollongong, 
stories of approximately 400 people, their spouses and families.  Amongst them were two French men, 
John Lewith and Jean Lavergne who was also known as John Lavarne.  Unfortunately there is little 
detail available on John Lewith but the second person, Jean Lavergne and his family is quite detailed.  
You will see that Jean’s name was interpreted and spelt in a variation of ways.  If you find these two 
stories interesting, the book has many more, some short and some long, covering the early days of 
Wollongong.  Contact Wendy Nunan at wich53@gmail.com. 
 
 
LEWITH, John born c.1807 France. 
Died September 1847, aged 40 years.  Buried 
10.09.1847 Old Roman Catholic Burial Ground 
Wollongong by Rev. P. Young.   Recorded in the 
Bishop’s Return of Burials but not in St Francis 
Xavier’s RC Burial Register; the register had 
only one “September” 1847 burial, which was 
actually an October burial.  No other details 
found. 
Profession: Labourer 1847  
Residence: Jamberoo 1847 
 
 
LAVERGNE, Jean born 20.09.1811 St Victor 
Passat, France; mother Marie Mombraud.  
(John’s birth details, wife’s birth details and the 
marriage details taken from his marriage record, 
which did not include his father’s given name.)  I 
have used his name as per his marriage in 
France for his main name.  Because his name 
was often written down by English clerks etc, 
John had a multitude of surnames attributed to 
him but, for his given name, within Australia he 
appears to have been always recorded as John. 
John married [1] 26.01.1836 Domérat France, 
Marie Aujay.  Witnesses Gilbert Mombraud 
(uncle), Pierre Mombraud (uncle), Jean Gilbert 
Aujay (uncle) and François Joseph Aujay 
(brother).  John a vigneron (vine dresser).  
Groom recorded as Jean Lavergne. 
Marie AUJAY born 26.05.1809 Domerat France; 
parents Jean Aujay and Françoise Philippon.  It 
is not known whether Marie died or if they 
separated. 
 

According to Gaol records, John L’Auvergne 
came free and arrived in 1839 per Suchêt or 
Sucreuse.  No record has been found of either 
ship.  However the William Metcalf arrived in 
Sydney on 15.11.1839 and on board was a man 
named Augustus Suchet.  It appears that this 
Frenchman returned to Melbourne rather than 
remain in NSW, so Suchet could not have been 
John travelling under an alias.  But why did John 
give Suchêt as the name of the ship upon which 
he arrived? 
John married [2] c.1841 NSW Johanna Keelan, 
nee Corcoran.  Marriage record not found – was 

John still married to Marie and hence did they 
just live as man and wife? 
Johanna CORCORAN born c.1809 Kinsail 
County Cork Ireland. Johanna’s death 
registration states father John Cochrane, 
shoemaker. 
She arrived 13.01.1830 Sydney Cove from 
Ireland per convict transport Asia (7), Master 
Stead.  She was recorded as follows: Johanna 
Corcoran, aged 21 years, could neither read nor 
write, Catholic, single, from County Cork, could 
do “all work”.  She had been tried on 12 March 
1828 in Cork for stealing a cloak and sentenced 
to 7 years.  She was 5 feet 3 inches tall, was 
ruddy fair with freckles, had light brown hair and 
grey eyes.  She had a dark mole at the corner 
and under her left eye.  She was assigned to Mrs 
Sarah Hughes. 
13.03.1831 Johanna Corcoran, on bond, arrived 
per ship Asia was committed 4 February from 
Parramatta and sentenced to the Female 
Factory.  Whilst in the Female Factory, there 
was a riot.  Johanna, along with a number of 
other women, was sentenced to be transported 
for 3 years to a Penal Settlement for “mutinous 
conduct and riot in the Female Factory at 
Parramatta”. 
 
The Sydney Monitor Saturday 05.02.1831 

FEMALE INSURRECTION AT THE FACTORY. 
 On Thursday last, the women confined in the third class, 
instead of attending to their usual occupation of wheeling 
and breaking stones, set about breaking through the strong 
walls which separated them from those of the second and 
third classes, with a view no doubt, of effecting an escape 
from their vigilant overseers and task-masters.  About 600 
forced a passage from the limits allotted for their operations 
and sojournment; but ere they could demolish the strong 
walls and gates opposed to them, they were stopped by the 
constabulary, and finally secured by the military, who 
marched to the scene of action in double quick time, in their 
undress, led on by an officer.  Some of the guard followed, 
in marching order; but the men off duty, with drawn bayonets, 
unencumbered by trappings, were better equipped for the 
occasion.  The soldiers seemed highly delighted with the 
duty; their greatest dread being, that the Amazons would not 
effect their escape to the bush, where the heroes hoped to 
have a choice as well as a chase; but, ere the troops arrived, 
the constables had checked the attack on the outer gate.  At 
this spot Tom Smith fell, crowned, if not with martial honours, 
with a bloody head and bruised carcass.  Poor Tom thought 
his prowess equal to any woman’s, but brick lads, and two 
two-year olders, convinced him of his error.  The knowing 
ones kept off the walls, from which a constant discharge of 



missiles proceeded.  Mrs. Gordon was not the object of 
resentment, as reported, but a Mrs. ---, an overseer who is 
reported to be very strict in the discharge of her duty.  This 
dame was seized, and had her hair either shaved or closely 
cropped.  The chief of the insurgents were heard to say, that 
if they got to Sydney, they would shave the heads of the 
Governor and his mob.  One, with rude drollery, declared she 
would secure, if possible, a last lock from the person of her 
friend De La, before his departure.  Another vowed she 
would stop at Black Wattle Swamp, and regale an hour or 
two at Bob Cooper’s Distillery; while another vociferated, that 
she would stop no where on her way to Old Burgoa’s, but at 
the Monitor Office, and there she would perform one act, that 
would go to secure all their free pardons.  She proposed to 
demolish the press, and scatter the types, and thus be 
revenged of their political enemy, the editor, who was always 
holding them up as the worst and vilest of their sex, and 
censuring the Government for being too kind to them, while 
the male prisoners were harshly treated.  Such an act, she 
said, would rid the Governor of his bitter enemy, and obtain 
an amnesty for the outrages committd (sic) on the spinning 
and weaving implements, or, at the very least, a committee 
composed of bachelors and young officers ONLY.  Happily 
their wicked intentions were frustrated, and fifteen of the 
ringleaders were safely lodged in Parramatta gaol; while 
their hurrahs and shouts, heard over the whole town, raised 
the hopes of the troops, who longed for active service, none 
of them having ever smelt fire from the enemy.  Parramatta 
was all in glee to see the sport, save the bakers, who stood 
trembling for their loaves – exemplifying the proverb of “the 
burnt child dreads the fire.”  It is said, that the Factory 
contains, at present, 900 female convicts, and that a full 
regiment will be required in Parramatta to keep them in a 
line.  A GLEANER. 
 

02.08.1832 Rev. Wilton, Newcastle applied for 
Permission to Marry Patrick Keely, aged 28 
years, per ship Almoral, sentenced to 7 years, 
now free and Johanna Corcoran, aged 23 years, 
per ship Asia, sentenced to 7 years, on Bond.  
Johanna married [1] 15.10.1832 Christ Church 
C/E Newcastle, Patrick Keelan.  Married by Rev. 
Wilton.  Witnesses Mary Bevan of Long Reach 
and Charles Watkins of Newcastle.  Recorded 
as Patrick Keelan aged 28 years, arrived per 
Almora, free, of the Parish of Maitland.  Johanna 
Corcoran, aged 23 years, per Asia, sentenced to 
7 years, of the Parish of Newcastle.  Married by 
Banns with the consent of the Governor. 
Patrick KEELY born c.1803 Dublin Ireland.  He 
was known as both Patrick Keeley and Patrick 
Keelan.  Patrick arrived 22.08.1820 Sydney 
Cove from Ireland per convict transport Almoral 
(2), Master Thomas Winter, Surgeon S. 
Alexander.  He was recorded as Patrick Keely, 
convicted at Newgate April 1820.  He was a 
native of Dublin City, a stable boy, aged 17 
years, 5 feet 5½ inches tall, of fair complexion 
(remainder illegible). 
1820 Muster of Convicts: Patrick Keely, 
convict per Almorah, arrived 1820, sentenced to 
7 years, Government servant to Mr Arndel at 
Windsor. 
 
Sydney Gazette Monday 23.04.1827 

Public Notice. 
THE undermentioned Persons have obtained certificates of 
Freedom, or Tickets of Leave, during the last Week, viz.:--- 

CERTIFICATES. 

Almorah (2)       Patrick Keely 
 By Command of His Excellency the Governor, 

ALEXANDER McLEAY. 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 21st April, 1827. 
 

1828 Census of NSW: Patrick not listed. 
 
Sydney Gazette Saturday 25.06.1836 

ADJOURNED QUARTER SESSIONS. 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23. 

 Before the Chairman and Colonel Shadforth, a Civil Jury. 
 Patrick Keelan stood indicted for receiving a quantity of 
wine, the property of William Burnett, knowing well the same 
to have been stolen.  The evidence in this case was only very 
slight, and the Chairman directed the Jury to acquit the 
prisoner. 
 

28.07.1836 Johanna received her Certificate of 
Freedom No. 36/626.  She was recorded as 
Johanna Corcoran per Asia 7, Master Stead, 
1830.  She was a native of Kinsail County Cork 
and a servant.  She had been tried for stealing 
clothes in Cork at the Spring Assizes 1839 and 
sentenced to 7 years.  She was born in 1809, 
was 5 feet 3 inches tall, of fair ruddy complexion 
with brown hair and grey eyes.  She had three 
small haired moled under her left eye.  Wife of 
Patrick Keely per Ship Allurah and free by 
servitude.  It was further noted that the certificate 
was torn up and cancelled 16 Oct 1846. 
Patrick died 27.12.1836 Sydney, the result of a 
drunken fight. 
 
Sydney Gazette Thursday 29.12.1836 
 CORONER’S INQUEST. – On Wednesday an inquest 
was held at the sign of the Queen Catherine, Castlereagh-
street, upon the body of Patrick Keelan, who met his death 
under the following circumstances:- 
 Henry Wallace. – Yesterday morning between 7 and 8 
o’clock, deceased and prisoner were at the bar of this house 
drinking; deceased treated prisoner and a man named 
Geddings, they were both drunk; they were talking about a 
bonnet; deceased said something about fighting, when 
Geddings went between and prevented them; Geddings’ 
head struck the deceased in the mouth in the scuffle and 
caused the blood to flow from a wound he had there; both 
parties had marks upon their faces as if they had been 
fighting before; Geddings pulled prisoner out of the house; 
prisoner did not strike deceased up to that period; prisoner 
came into the house again, and him and deceased 
attempted to strike each other, but were too drunk, they 
closed and fell together; Keelan said something about his 
head, take him off my head, or something like that; I saw 
Geddings again take prisoner out of the house; deceased 
was taken up off the ground and put on the form, he did not 
speak, he was held upon the form. 
 Elizabeth Allen. – I am bar maid to Mr. Priston; between 
7 and 8 o’clock deceased came in with his wife, and they 
drank at the bar; prisoner came in during the interim; prisoner 
and deceased drank two or three glasses together, they 
were friendly till they chaffed each other about the purchase 
of a bonnet; Giddins prevented the parties from fighting; a 
blow was not struck by either; they closed and both fell, 
deceased fell with his head very heavy upon the ground; he 
opened his eyes and said “don’t beat me.”  Several other 
witnesses gave evidence to a similar effect. 
 Dr. Hosking certified, that upon a post mortem 
examination of the body, he found upon removing the scalp 
several bruises, and a quantity of extravasated blood, upon 
removing a part of the skull and deviding (sic) the dura mater, 
he found on the left side about four ounces of extravasated 
blood, sufficient to cause instant death.  The Jury returned a 



verdict, that deceased had met his death from apoplexy 
occasioned by drunkenness and irritation.  The prisoner 
Phillip Finch was discharged. 
 
 On the fate of the unfortunate man Keelan, who died on 
Tuesday from injuries in a pugilistic contest, being 
communicated to the Colonel, he very coolly replied “he’s no 
loss to society.” – REP. – We differ with the Colonel, he is a 
loss to the pugilistic society. – EDS. 
 

Returning to John and Johanna: 
14.03.1853 Camden: John and Johanna 
L’Auvergne committed to stand trial; Johanna for 
stealing from a person and John for receiving.  
Witnesses for the Crown included Mary Weston, 
John Champley, James Clarkson, Cordelia 
Brett, Edward Brett, John Grundy.  On bail with 
sureties – for John – Henry Small, farmer, 
Glendale; for Johanna – John Grundy, 
Brownlow Hill and John Champley, Brownlow 
Hill.  Bound over for Parramatta Quarter 
Sessions 17 May. 
19.05.1853 John L’Auvergne and Johanna 
L’Auvergne tried at Parramatta Quarter 
Sessions.  Verdict guilty. John sentenced to 18 
months hard labor on the roads or other public 
works of colony.  Johanna sentenced to 12 
months hard labor in Parramatta Gaol. 
It is not known what happened to the children 
whilst John and Johanna were in gaol, although 
the eldest daughter from Johanna’s first 
marriage would have been old enough to look 
after them. 
1844-54 Parramatta Gaol Description Book: 
John L’Auvergne, came free 1839, born 1810, 5 
feet 5 inches, stout, sallow complexion, brown 
hair, dark blue eyes, lost first joint of finger of left 
hand, from Bordeaux France, Catholic, vine-
dresser. 
1853 Gaol Description Book for Darlinghurst: 
John L’Auvergne arrived per ship Sucreuse 
1839, born 1810, 5 feet 6 inches tall, stout, 
sallow complexion, brown hair, brown eyes 
16.05.1854 John received his Colonial Ticket 
of Leave No. 54/56.  It stated he was John 
L’Auvergne arrived per ship Suchêt, tried at 
Parramatta Quarter Sessions 19 May 1853 and 
sentenced to 18 months.  He was allowed to 
remain in the District of Maitland 
 
NSW Government Gazette Friday 02.06.1854 
THE undermentioned Colonial Convicts have obtained 
Tickets of Leave, since the last day of publication:- 

MAITLAND. 
John L. Auvergne, Sucket. 

J. McLEAN, M.C. 
Prin. Supt. of Convicts’ Office, 
 Sydney, 27th May, 1854. 
 

Colonial Certificate of Freedom: (undated)  
John L’Avergne came free per Suchêt, Catholic, 
vine dresser and gardener. 
19.05.1853 Quarter Sessions Parramatta, 
eighteen months roads for receiving stolen 
property 

27.05.1853 Received from Darlinghurst Gaol 
13.03.1854 Discharged to Ticket of Leave, 
Maitland. 
 

John died 11.04.1856 Mount Keira Hotel, 
Wollongong, from apoplexy.  He had been 
drinking hard for some days previously.  Buried 
13.04.1856 Old Roman Catholic Burial Ground 
Wollongong.  Coroner’s Report No. 9473 by Mr 
Falder stated John “Lavarne” died 12.04.1856 
from apoplexy/intemperance.  He was also 
recorded as John Savarin in St Francis Xavier’s 
Burial Register and the NSW Burials Index. This 
was probably a bad interpretation of 
handwriting, mistaking a flourishing L for an S. 
 
Illawarra Mercury Monday 14.04.1856 

SUDDEN DEATH. – On Friday a man of the name of 
Levene, died suddenly at Higgins’, Mount Keira Hotel.  He 
was a stranger in the district, having a few days before 
brought, with a team of bullocks and dray, some goods for a 
new comer, we believe from Teressa Park.  If we are 
correctly informed he had sold his team, and was drinking at 
the house above named.  He had gone into the yard, and 
was found lying outside of the water closet.  Medical 
assistance was sent for, but before the Dr. arrived he was 
dead.  On Saturday a Coroner’s Inquest was held on the 
body, when a verdict was given, “died in a fit of apoplexy, 
brought on by excessive drinking.” 
 
Illawarra Mercury Monday 28.04.1856 

THE CASE McCROHAN V. BRADFORD. 
It is not often that we have to say any thing about the 
proceedings in the Police Court, further than recording what 
takes place, but we cannot let the case reported in our 
present issue between McCROHAN the constable and 
BRADFORD, pass without comment, on the whole it is a 
most disreputable proceeding, and our surprise is that the 
Magistrate adjudicating in the case permitted it to pass 
without comment, especially as an officer of the Court was a 
prominent party in the affair. 
 We fancied that the duties of a constable were other than 
dodging a poor inebriate from one public house to another, 
taking advantage of either his state or necessities to get a 
bargain out of him, or in, Colonial phrase “to pick him up.” 
 We think it would have been more in keeping with the 
duties of a constable, to have used his influence to prevent 
the man from selling them in his drunken state, when it was 
morally certain that the proceeds would be squandered away 
in drink, to the injury of his family as well as of his own, and 
as it eventually proved, to his death?  But no, this did not suit 
McCROHAN’s purpose, he wanted to make a few pounds, 
and he was not nice as to the way, so that he could make 
them. 
 The facts of the case are as follows: - A man of the name 
of LEVERNE, a foreigner, was employed by a Mr. SMITH to 
bring his family and furniture from the neighbourhood of 
Camden, with bullocks and dray.  He appears to have been 
anything but a comfortable driver for Mr. SMITH, for he kept 
them on night on the mountain. 
 When they got on the Dapto Road, their first stopping 
place was HIGGINS’, where the operations commenced.  
Mr. HIGGINS, the keeper of the house, buys LEVERNE’s 
dray for four pounds, to be left we presume, after its return 
from Dapto School House, where the load was to be 
delivered.  The fact of the price of the dray came out 
incidentally in Mr. SMITH’s evidence.  It must have been a 
sorry affair only to be worth four pounds, however such as it 
was it had brought a load from Camden over the mountain, 
on a road that we have reason to believe is not the best in 
the colony.  It certainly must have had strength if not beauty. 
 The next stage is LINDSAY’s, three or four miles further 
on, then comes act second.  McCROHAN makes an offer of 



thirty pounds for the bullocks.  No, says BRADFORD, if you 
let him go back to HIGGINS’, they may be got for twenty.  
McCROHAN honest soul, “did not do business in that way,” 
the man should have thirty, and thirty he got, for bullocks, 
bows, yokes and chains.  Here the matter would have ended, 
had not BRADFORD claimed his share of the bargain, which 
McCROHAN would not acknowledge.  No! He had clenched 
the bargain, had it in black and white, and five shillings had 
ticked the palm of LEVERNE.  This was too much for 
BRADFORD, therefore he must try to circumvent 
McCROHAN.  Off he goes to the School House, sees poor 
LEVERNE, and agrees to give him thirty-four pounds for the 
whole affair, bullocks, dray, &c., thereupon paying him £13, 
takes possession, and was driving the bullocks triumphantly 
away, but is stopped by McCROHAN; but it won’t do, for, 
after a few complementary terms passing between them, 
they part.  McCROHAN, being an officer of Justice, knew 
what steps to take, and acted accordingly. 
 We would ask, why all this scheming, over the purchase 
of four bullocks, if the anxious purchaser wanted to give 
money value for them?  It would not be difficult to give the 
answer. 
 Finale: This is Wednesday, LEVERNE gets back to 
HIGGINS’, we know not on what day, however he is there on 
Friday.  On Saturday twelve men are called together by the 
authority of the Coroner, to enquire into the circumstances 
connected with the death of LEVERNE. Verdict died of 
apoplexy brought on by excessive drinking.  
 

Local Intelligence. 
COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 24. 
(Before Messrs. Gordon and Fairs.) 

 John Bradford appeared on summons, to answer the 
charge of Francis McCrohen, for taking forcible possession 
of a team of bullocks belonging to him.  The proceeding (sic) 
were under the Act of Council, 17 Victoria, No 3.  Mr. Owen 
appeared for Mr. McCrohan, and Mr. Rogers on behalf of 
Bradford.  It would appear from Mr. Owen’s opening 
remarks, that on the 10th of this month, McCrohan had 
purchased from a man of the name of Leverne, a team of 
four bullocks, for the sum of thirty pounds.  The transaction 
took place at Lindsay’s public house, on the Dapto road, 
where Leverne had stopped, with a load of furniture and 
chattels on his way to the School House, West Dapto, which 
he had brought from Camden, or its neighbourhood, for Mr. 
Smith, who was in company with his family. – At the request 
of Leverne Mr. Smith wrote out an agreement to the above 
transaction.  Leverne, a few days subsequent to the above 
transaction, died of apoplexy, brought on by excessive 
drinking, and on whose body a Coroner’s inquest was held, 
a report of which appeared in this Journal on the 14th of this 
month. 
 Francis McCrohan, sworn, deposed: That on the 10th of 
April, I met Leverne at Lindsay’s public house; the man said 
I have sold my dray, and will now sell the bullocks; I said 
“what do you want for them,” he then said “£35;” I said it is 
rather too much”; he then said “£33”; I offered him thirty, 
which he agreed to take: - that included the yokes, bows, 
and chains; I paid him 5s. and refused to pay him more at 
Lindsay’s, as he was given to drink:  This is the agreement 
made at the time, (agreement put in) witnessed by Mr. Smith; 
The bullocks were delivered to me there; I wanted his load 
delivered, and told him I would get a man to drive them; Mr. 
Lindsay agreed to drive them; I told I would follow; I rode 
after them and found John Bradford coming out of the 
paddock at Dapto School House, and said, “where are you 
going with my bullocks; Bradford with that rode up to me and 
said, “you b-----y wretch,” and took me by the collar, and 
nearly dragged me off the horse; I then heard Leverne halloo 
after him not to take the bullocks; I said “I will look after this, 
Mr. Bradford.”  I attempted to take the bullocks, but he took 
them away forcibly; directly after he took them away, I paid 
the money at the School House to Leverne. 
 By the Bench; the man was sober; he knew what he was 
doing.  The bullocks have not been delivered to me since.  It 

took place on the 10th April; I gave no instructions to any one 
for Bradford to take them.  
 Cross examined by Mr. Rogers: - It was about 12 o’clock 
I first saw Leverne at Higgin’s; I had some conversation with 
Bradford; when he said “if you let them go back, you may get 
them for £20.”  I said I had offered him £30, and if he did not 
take it he might leave it, for I did not do business in that way; 
I do not recollect any other conversation with Bradford; On 
my oath I do not; I did ask him to take down the brands of 
the bullocks; I asked him and others to do so; the whip was 
given to me to drive the bullocks, but I got young Lindsay to 
drive them; He told me he drove them to ------ when Bradford 
came out of the paddock, to the best of my knowledge he 
said “you b----y wretch”; he said nothing in reference to the 
ownership; but I was in such a flurry, I don’t remember 
anything more that he said; he did say something but I 
cannot remember what.  I have sold those bullocks to Mr. 
Tighe, when they are delivered to me; after the contract I 
said I wanted them for my daughter. 
 Re-examined by Mr. Owen.  I am not sure Bradford was 
present at the time of sale; the bargain was not completed 
when Bradford said they might be got for less if they went 
back to Higgins’s. 
 William Lindsay, deposed as follows: I was present part 
of the time when the bargain was made; I saw the earnest 
paid; I saw 5s. paid by McCrohan to Leverne; It was a deposit 
on the bullocks; I did not hear the bargain made as I was in 
the bar; the bullocks stood opposite the door at the time; 
Leverne threw the whip down to McCrohan to take charge of 
the bullocks, to drive them to the School House; Leverne 
said he would allow McCrohan two pounds out of the price of 
the bullocks, if he would drive them to the School House; I 
was going up Dapto road, and offered to drive them for Frank 
as far as I was going, as there were females on the dray; 
McCrohan gave me the whip; Leverne was present, 
McCrohen told Leverne to get up on the dray and ride, and 
he did so; I saw Bradford there at the time the bargain was 
made; I received some injury to my foot; I drove them within 
a mile from the School House, and then gave the whip to 
Levernes boy to drive them, saying to him he had better drive 
them the rest of the way, as I was not going any further. 
 Cross-examined: I was not present when the contract 
was made; McCrohan came to me and asked me for the loan 
of 5s, upon receiving which he handed it over to Leverne in 
my presence. 
 Edmund Frederic Smith.  I was in Lindsay’s house 
before the bargain was made, but I was so busy and the man 
(Leverne) was so drunk, that I could not attend to what was 
passing; I made out the agreement by the direction of 
McCrohan, and put it in my pocket until the remainder of the 
money was paid; at my suggestion McCrohan did not pay the 
money at the inn, but agreed to pay after he got to the School 
House.  I saw Leverne throw the whip down to McCrohan.  
Leverne offered to McCrohan to reduce the price to £28 if he 
would drive the bullocks to their destination; I held the money 
at the request of Leverne that he received from McCrohan, 
but afterwards, when young Mr. Sheaffe came, I placed it 
upon the table, £29 10s. before McCrohan, Mr. Sheaffe, 
Leverne and Tighe, and said I would have nothing more to 
do with it; five shillings paid as the deposit, and five paid as 
a trust made up the money to £30; after I left the room; I saw 
Bradford outside the School House, near the kitchen; he 
gave me the brands at Lindsay’s; Bradford must have 
followed us from Lindsay’s; Bradford said to Leverne, “the 
man with whom I said I was in partnership in this business 
has forgone the bargin.” (sic)  He asked Leverne had he 
received any money yet, Leverne, in his confusion said he 
had not; a man of the name of Barrett, who appeared to take 
an interest in the matter was told by me and my wife, that 
money had been paid, and Bradford was on horse back 
near; Barrett asked me to go into the house and draw out an 
agreement, I believe between Leverne and Bradford, which 
I declined to do; I heard Leverne say as I passed that he had 
received £13 from Bradford on account of the bullocks; I 
heard the sum of £34 named as the price of the bullocks and 



dray, when I remarked the dray had been sold to Higgins for 
£4; I told Barrett that 5s. had been paid, but that 5 pence 
would have done as well; I saw McCrohan when he came up; 
my wife and myself insisted upon Leverne giving up the £13 
he had received from Bradford before he left the house; it 
was put into the hands of Mr. P. Sheaffe. 
 Cross examined, It was to Barrett I said 5s. was paid; 
could not swear that Bradford heard; he was on horse back 
at the time, I cannot swear that Bradford gave the yokes into 
my keeping, but at the close of the whole affair McCrohan 
did, and I told him to put them in the kitchen. 
 D. Downey, deposed as follows: I remember the 
transaction about the bullocks; was going to Dapto, and as 
the creek was up I wanted company; Bradford said he was 
going to Dapto immediately, as he was in partnership with 
McCrohan he would go as soon as the bargain was closed, 
I said “why do you hesitate to give £35 for the bullocks” he 
said be quiet there’s a dodge in it; McCrohan was not 
present; McCrohan was, in my opinion, then bargaining for 
the bullocks. 
 Cross examined: I saw Bradford take the brands; 
McCrohan told him and another to take them; after the 
bargain was closed, I heard Bradford ask Frank for half of 
the bullocks, yokes and chains, McCrohan said he had 
purchased them for himself, and that he (Bradford) had 
nothing to do with them. 
 This closed the case for the prosecution. 
 Mr. Rogers was about to place Bradford in the witness 
box, when Mr. Owen objected, as Bradford was charged with 
a felonious taking of the bullocks, he could not be allowed to 
give evidence. 
 Mr. Rogers regretted that he was placed in such a 
position, being unable to call upon any witnesses in the case, 
as they had only requested one to come, but he was not 
present.  Being the father-in-law of Bradford it was thought 
unnecessary to subpoena him; however, he would submit to 
their worships, that there was no felonious intent on the part 
of Bradford in taking the bullocks, but he had done so 
through his ignorance of the law of contracts, and he did 
hope that their worships would look upon the case in that 
light. 
 The Bench were of opinion that Bradford had no 
felonious intent in taking them, but from a misapprehension 
on his part of the law relating to contracts; therefore their 
decision was, that the bullocks should be given up to 
McCrohan, and that Bradford should pay professional and 
Court cost, amounting to £2 12s. 2d. 
 It came out incidentally, that Leverne at the request of 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith had sent, through Mr. Sheaffe, £20 to his 
wife at Camden.  So much was saved from the wreck of the 
property, for the use of his wife, who is now a widow. 
 
Illawarra Mercury Monday 05.05.1856 

ERRATA. – In our report of the case of McCrohan v. 
Bradford, in our last week’s issue, there is an error, which we 
are desirous of correcting, and which will necessarily soften 
one of our strictions on that affair.  In the report it is stated in 
the evidence of McCrohan, that “it was about 12 o’clock when 
I first saw Leverne at Higgins’s,” whereas it ought to have 
been, “it was about 12 o’clock when I saw Leverne at 
Lindsay’s.” 
 

Johanna died 19.01.1872 Sydney, from an 
aneurism of the aorta, aged 67 years.  Death 
registered as Johanna Leverin.  Buried 
19.01.1872 RC Cemetery Sydney (suburb not 
recorded on death registration and not recorded 
amongst Catholic Burials Rookwood); 
undertaker Samuel B. Gough.  Witnesses Henry 
Davenport and Henry Mason.  Death registration 
stated marriage to “Andrew” Levin in Ireland, 
which was not the case.  It also stated 2 females, 
3 males living and 3 males, 3 females deceased.  

This may have included her children to Patrick 
Keelan. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald Friday 19.01.1872 
THE FRIENDS of Mr. HENRY DAVENPORT are invited to 
attend to attend (sic) the Funeral of his deceased MOTHER-
IN-LAW, Mrs. Johanna Leverin; to move from her late 
residence, Pane’s-buildings, Phillip-street, THIS 
AFTERNOON, at a quarter-past 2 o’clock. 
 

Profession: John – vine dresser (France), carter, 
farmer 1846, gardener 1852; Patrick – stable 
boy 1820 
Residence: John – France 1836, Australia 1839-
56; Johanna – County Cork Ireland c.1809-
1830, Parramatta 1831, Newcastle 1832; 
Patrick – Dublin Ireland c.1803-1820, Windsor 
1820, Maitland 1832; Patrick and Johanna – 
Maitland 1832-33, Sydney 1836; John and 
Johanna – Appin 1846, Brownlow Hill 1849, The 
Oaks 1852 
Children: 
(Patrick and Johanna) 
1. Jane Keelan born c.1832 Harpers Hill, 

Maitland.  Married 08.11.1855 St James’ C/E 
Sydney, John James Hall.  Married by Rev. 
Carter.  Witnesses Robert Keeley of Crown 
Street and Fanny Keeley of George Street.  
Bride recorded as Jane Keeley.  Possibly the 
minister wrote Keeley, thinking it the same as 
the witnesses.  Died 21.09.1900; death 
registered Redfern.  Buried 23.09.1900 
Rookwood. 

2. John Patrick Keelan born c.1833 Harper Hill, 
Maitland.  Married 20.11.1862 Wollermumbi, 
District of Armidale, Ann Selmes.  Married by 
Rev. Thomas Johnstone, Church of Scotland 
minister.  Witnesses John Chisholm and Edw 
Parke.  Died 19.07.1906 Glen Innes, aged 73 
years.  Buried 21.07.1906 RC Cemetery 
Glen Innes by Rev. Pearce Corcoran. 

3. Catherine Keelan born 16.05.1836 Sydney, 
baptised 17.05.1836 St Mary’s RC Cathedral 
Sydney by Rev. J. McEncroe.  Godparents 
Peter Ford and Julia Liddens.  Married 
23.06.1851 St John’s C/E Camden, 
Benjamin Harvey.  Married by Rev. Edward 
Rogers.  Witnesses Sarah Smith of Cobbity 
Corner, William Smith of Brownlow Hill and 
M.J. Smith of Brownlow Hill.  Catherine 
married with the consent of her guardian, but 
guardian’s name not recorded.    

 

(John and Johanna) 
4. James Lavera born 13.03.1844, baptised 

14.03.1844 St Mary’s RC Sydney by Rev. 
Wm Benson.  Godparents Patrick Brennan 
and Mary Anne Cooper.  Parents recorded as 
James Lavera and Johanna Corgan. 

5. Francis Laverian born 12.03.1845, baptised 
17.05.1846 RC Parish of Appin by Rev. John 
Grant.  Parents recorded as John Laverian 
and Johanah Corcran. 



6. Daniel Lavaring born September 1847.  Died 
November 1847 Brownlow Hill, aged 7 
weeks.  Buried 28.11.1847 from St John’s 
RC Cambelltown, by Rev. James Goold. 

7. Sarah Ann Lavaring born c.1848 Brownlow 
Hill.  Married 11.05.1870 Sydney, William 
Henry Davenport.  Married by Rev. W.F.X. 
Bailey of the Free Church of England.  
Witnesses Elizabeth Hair and James 
Remminton.  Bride recorded as Sarah Ann 
Lavaring, spinster.  Died post-1872. 

8. Andrew Laveri born 09.05.1852 The Oaks, 
baptised 15.06.1852 St John’s RC County 
Cumberland by Rev. J.P. Roche.  Parents 
recorded as John Laveri and Johanna 
Corcoran.  Married 26.03.1886 Maryborough 
Qld, Mary Anne O’Leary.  Marriage recorded 
with groom Andrew Charles Lavaring.  Died 
24.09.1921 Red Hill Qld.  Death registered as 
Andrew Charles “Le Varing or Lavaring”.  
Buried 26.09.1921 Toowong Cemetery by 
Rev. J.F. McCarthy, RC priest. 

 

Sydney Morning Herald Friday 06.12.1872 
MARRIAGE. 

 On the 6th February, at St. Patrick’s Church, by the Rev. 
Father Monnier, WILLIAM HENRY DAVENPORT, widower, 
native of Sydney, to SARAH ANN LAYRICH, widow, native 
of Brownlow Hill, near Camden. 
(Note: Sarah and Henry were originally married 
11.05.1870.  This marriage in the Catholic 
Church was possibly to sanctify the marriage.) 
 
Sydney Morning Herald  Saturday 22.09.1900 
HALL. – September 21, 1900, Jane Hall, relict of the late 

John James Hall, aged 71 years. 
HALL. – The Friends of Mrs. JANE HALL are kindly invited 
to attend her Funeral, which will leave her late residence, 4 
Holden-street, Redfern, on SUNDAY AFTERNOON, at a 
quarter to 2 o’clock, for the Necropolis. 
The Friends of Messrs. JOHN and ROBERT HALL are kindly 
invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved MOTHER, 
which will leave her late residence, 4 Holden-street, Redfern, 
on SUNDAY AFTERNOON, at a quarter to 2 o’clock, for the 
Necropolis. 
The Friends of Mr. HENRY HALL are kindly invited to attend 
the Funeral of his beloved MOTHER, which will leave her 
late residence, 4 Holden-street, Redfern, on SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON, at a quarter to 2 o’clock, for the Necropolis. 

 
 


